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THE CORNER STONE. 

On Friday July 28th, the Corner Stone of the First 
Universalist Charch in Roxbuty, was lai¢ in Masonic 
form [see lasi Magazine.] The following Addresses by 
R.W. Br. Jonw Howr were delivered on the occasion, 

INTRODUCTORY. 
Genilemen of the First Universalist Society in Roxbury, 

Unper senction of the M.W. Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and in compliance with 
the request of your respectable committee we have met 
tovengage in services of deep and solemn mport, the 
result of which must be to you unusually pleasing, in- 
teresting and affecting. While our assistance is cheer- 
fully tendered you in laving the foundation of a Temple 

i which you may worship the Great Jehovah conform- 
ble to the dictates of conscience, we cordially offer our 
sincere congratulations on the prospects before you, the 
unanimity which exists among you end your brethren, 

é order andr gularity which have characterized your 
oroceedings, and the zeal with which you have com- 
menced and continued this creat and “ gloriovs ender- 
dng.” You are, we trust employed in a landabie, a 

i work; persevere until it is accomplished. Unto 


you the command and encouragement appear to be ety- 


en as to 
{he prophet Haggai, ** Go up to the mountain and bring 
wood and build the house; and I will take pleasure in 

. and I will be glorified saith the Lord—And im this 
place will I give peace saith the Lord of Hosts.” May 
the same successful result be recorded of your labours 
as was recoréed respecting the Jews, that ‘* they pros- 
pered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet ; 
and they builded and finished it according to the com- 
mandment of the God of Israel.” 

{n the part of duty which, as Masons, we are called 
upon this day to perform, you will perceive that our In- 
stitution is confined to no particnlar sectarian principle 

; earth. We exhibit te yourselves and to the world 

t it is no respecier of ps rsons—that it recognizes both 
hw and Gentile—that it embraces equally those who 
guy ther are of Paul with those who confess themselves 
to be of Apollos or of Cephas,—trusting that in every 
nation ** they who fear God and work righteousness shall 
be accepted of hin,—and believing, in the Charity of 
the Gospel, that all will eventually be one in Christ, the 
creat Corner Stone and the Head of every Church. It 
speaks unequivocally this language—“ Ye have one Fa- 
ther, one God hath created you’’—you are candidates 
of the same hopes, pensioners of the same benefactor, 
aspiring to the same objects, and are sailing together 
down the stream of time to the same undiscovered coun- 


iry. Influenced by the genius and spirit of our Institu- 


tion we readily accord with your wishes ; and with equal 
sincerity as we laid the foundation of yonder edifice,* 
and with the same fervor we invgked the blessing of 
beaven upon it—we bid God speed to this. ‘Taught by 
{he principles of our order at al] times to acknowledge 
our dependence on God, but that we should especially 
seek his favor and commit ourselves to bis guardian care, 
when commencing any important work,—let us devout- 
ly implore his blessing on the transactions of this day 
and on your present undertaking, by uniting in fervent 
prayer to the throne of grace. ‘ For unless the Lord 
build the house they lebour in vain who build it.” 
* First Baptist Church a few rods distant. 
fHere followed the ceremony of laying the Corner 
Stone, under which was deposited a silver plate, with 
tie following inscription. ] 
INSCRIPTION, 
The Corner Stone of this Edifice, 
designed for the service of Aumrenty Gop, 
and dedicated to him thro’ his Son JEsus, 
WAS LAID 

by the First Universalist Society in Roxbury, 

(William Hannaford, Fdward Turner and Lewis Morse, 
Committee,) 
assisted by the Brethren of Washington Lodge 
(R.W. Joun Howr Master, 
Juny 23, 
mm the year of Curist 1820, 


the ancient peopie cf God, by the mouth of 


[This ceremony was followed by pouring Corn, Wine 
and Oil upon the Stone, and the services continued 
with the following Addresses. ] 


May the Author of all Good, from whom proceeds ev- 
ery rich and perfect gift and whatever supports, refines 
and embellishes life, bless the inhabitants of this place 
with all the necessaries, conveniences and comforts 
which their respective situations may require ; and be- 
stow upon all, in rich profusion, the Corn ef nourish- 
ment, the Wine of refreshment and the Oil of joy.— 
May those spiritual blessings of which these elemerits 
are the imperfect emblems ever be experienced by those 
who shall assemble here to glorify God, honbur the Sa- 
viour and perfect their preparation for the blissful en- 
joyment of Heaven. Here may every feeble hope be 
snimated and strengthened—the wavering and the weak 
be encouraged and supported, and the oil of consola- 
tion be poured into the wounded, the distressed, the 
guilty mind. Here may the sanctifying influences of 
the Iloly Spirit be felt—Here may the best principles be 
inculcated, the most correct opinions and habits formed 
and established. Here may the loving kindness and 
the tender iwerey of our Heavenly Father be explained, 
the trimmphs of the Cross be told, and thousands invi- 
ted and persuaded to enlist under its banners. In the 
building which is to stand on this foundation may a 
succession of eminent, pious pastors be placed, who 
will lead their fock beside the still waters, and encour- 
ege their followers in the christion course. Here may 
the bread of life long be broken, and millions of souls 


their God. Here may the terrors of Sinai yield to the 
whispers of Zion—here may every doubt be dispelled, 
every fear be banished, every difficulty be removed, ev- 
ery anxious thought be suppressed, every hope be real- 
ized, and every heart glow with gratitude and praise at 
the recital of the Seviour’s victories, and the boundless 
extent of a Receeners love. On the walls of this spir- 
itual Jernsalem,may many a faithful watchman lift up his 
voice, undauntedly declare the whole counsel of God, 
expose to the people their error and their danger, and 
| recal the wandermg back to repentance, to rectitude 
and to hope. When the countless n yriads of the uni- 
verse shall be assenibied at the impartial tribunal of 
heaven, may the purity of many bear testimony to the 
, truth here delivered, and of numerous sons and daugh- 
‘ters of Adam, may it be said that in this place they be- 
come the subiecis of grace and were made the heirs of 
glory. And when the unsparing hend of time shall have 
Ladded this edifice to his numberless trophies, may new 
structures be built with the same pious intentions, laud- 
able zeal and christian union which characterize the 
founders of this Temple, and may the glory of each suc- 
ceccing house be greater than the glory of the former, 
until ‘ime shall sink in the ocean of eiernity! To Thee 
we consecrate this spot, to Thee do we hallow these 
walls. Afford thy constant presence to those who may 
labour in erecting this thy house, protect it and them 
from every casualty, and grant that al) their work, may 
be ** begun, ccntinned and ended in Thee.’?- Clothe 
thy priests, who may here dispense the word of life, 
with thy salvation, that thy saints may rejoice, and the 
‘Church be establishec ‘n the purity, faith and love of 
| the gospel. 





R.W. Brother Marsx, 

Ir constitutes no small part of the pleasure I experi- 
ence on this occasicn, that it becomes my duty to pre- 
sent these working tools to you. With great setisfac- 
tion I deliver into your honds these implements of your 
profession as well as synbols of Freemasonry. Be dili- 
gent and faithful in the «pplication and use of them.— 
They form a perfect stancard by which you are to test 
the correctness of your work. Discountenance all con- 
fusion and contention among the workmen, remember- 
ing that order is the parent of harmony, aud harmony 
the strength and cement of society. 

To animate you to the faithful discharge of your duty 
keep in view the noble purpose for which this house is 
to be erected. That you are to be enrolled with its pa- 
trons and founders. ‘That the undertaking has been for 





and of Light 5820 


many years your constant, favourite, fervent wish, and 


receive peace an@ pardon while surrounding the altar of 


Into thy hands we commit the undertaking. | 


SS 


| its prosperity your most eamest desire. Here thore 
doctrines will be taught and those principles inculcated, 
on which your feith, your hope and your expectations 
rest. Here you do not expect the * violated law will 
deal out its thunders,” but here you do expect that 
j through the ambassadors of Heaven, ‘the Gospel 
| will whisper peace, in strains as sweet as angels 
| use.”? Our best wishes are for a successful and honora- 
| ble termination to your labours, that you may acquit 
yourselves faithfully to your employers, your conscience 
and your God—obtain the character of a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, and at last receive the re- 
ward of a good servant from the Grand Master Builder 
of the Universe. 





My Frienrs, 

THE occasion on which we have assembled, like a 
former one, affords sufficietit cause for gratitude and joy. 
These different establishments do not proceed from ill- 
will, distracting jealousies or opposing interests ; they do 
not rise from trifling prejudices nor create contention 
and collisions with others, but have resulted from the 
liberal, tolerating policy of the age. They surely are not 
indications of any moral declension—but they siiew the 
features of the manners, morals and religious sentiments 
which characterize strongly the present period of history. 
It is our happiness to live in a country where the rights 
of conscience are sacred, and under a government where 
every man’s opinion in matters of religion is left free as 
the air which wafts the prayers of its votaries to the ear 
of Heaven. Conscientious motives have led a nun.ber of 
brethren to form new christian societies in this section 
ofthe town. These have been effected without the 
least complaint, discord or alienation. Harmony still 
prevails, and good order and good fellowship are preserv- 
ed among them all. We behold the parent society sep- 
arated but not divided— dismembered but net wounded 
—the ties of union extended yet not broken, _May the 
God of peace, grant that the chain of friendship may 
become brightened and strenghened es ages rol] away, 
that mutual regard and confidence may continue and in- 
crease among the different Churches, and be transmit- 
ted unimpaired through succeeding generations; and 
when their members shall have ceased to worship him in 
these earthly temples, may they al] be prepared for 
and permitted to engage in a nobler em ployment, amore 
sublime worship, a purer, more refined and exalted de- 
votion around his throne in Heaven. So mote it be. 


—<3+ oo 


MORAL EXTRACTS. 


RELIGION is exalted reason, refined from the grosser 
parts of it. It is both the foundation and crown of all 
virtues. It is morality raised and improved to its height 
| by being carned nearer to heaven, the only piace where 
perfection resideth. 

eed 

Rational Pleasures—It is not intended that we should 
walk through the world only by a refulgent light; nor 
that we should be always turning aside from its pleasant 
fields to wander among the tombs. 

Moral Refiection.—A firm trust in the assistance of 
_an Almighty Being, naturally produces patience, hope, 
cheerfulness, and all other ‘dispositions of mind that al- 
leviate those calamities which we are not able to remove. 

wwe 

_Crrcumspection.—A noble spirit must not vary with 

his fortune. In your worst estate, hope; in the best, 
fear ; and in all, be circumspect. 

wwe 
| The faculties and present state of man are imperfect. 
| His progress to perfection and happiness is slow, but 
'doubtless sure at last. His chief concern, therefore is, 
/ without murmuring at his want of omnipotence and om- 
-nipresence, to make the best improvement possible of 
‘his present life. 
wAnn 
| Divine Providence always places the remedy near iLe 
evil, There isnot any duty to which it has not annexed 
a blessing ; nor ony effiction for which virtue has not 
provided a remedy. 





y, 


» 
a 
. 
S 
val 


\ 








‘ve 


omens “again 





ee ee ——— TTD A a: ee 


COMMUNICATIONS. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
wenw 
Ir seems that the Rev. Mr. Taccanr will have it 
that it does become his character to withhold all re- 
dress, where he has once injured. I knew not that he 


valued himself on such a principle; indeed, 1 knew 


nothing of the man, but by common report. I had 
heard that he was a clergyman who had been held in 
high esteem by the General Association of Massachu- 
setts; and from his sermon, 1 knew that he could as- 
sume an earnestness in enjoining religious and moral 
duties on others. From these circumstances, | some 
how imbibed an idea, that he himself would conde- 
scend, at least, to the practice of common justice. I 
ask his pardon, but I did suppose that, like a fair deal- 
er, he would retract his very injurious misrepresenta- 
tion, as soon as he was called on. I therefore forward- 
ed him my first letter in the Magazine, more than two 
months ago, and ip about four weeks after, another, 
through the same medinm. But it has all been to no 
effect: he still permits his abusive statement to go 


abroad, with the sanction of his name, to prejudice as | 


many as itcan. He seems determined to become guil- 
ty of wilful slander, if he was not soat first. However, 
it is possible that he may yet redeem his character ; for 
perhaps a period of two or three months is by far too 
short, for a real ebristian to Gecide whether he will re- 
tract a falsehood. 

Hitherto I have noticed only his statement of Univer 
salism. But I must not manifest such contempt for his 
performance, as to neglect the rest of the extract. He 
begins by assuring us that Universalism ‘ is nearly con- 
nected with infidelity.” We had as well believe this 
now as ever; as we have before us the positive asser- 
tion of Mr. Taccart for it, and I pledge myself that 
we never shall have betterevidence. He indeed seems 
to be a very proper person to make such an assertion, 
He says also that the doctrine is ** agreeable to the de- 
praved heart of man,” All this is evident enough ; as 
the more wicked the heart is, the more it prays and 
wishes for the saivation.of all men ; for scriptural proof 
of this, see 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2, and particularly the 3d and 
Ath verses; though with reverence be this spoken. 

After all, he is not so much surpriazed at the doctrine, 
beeause “* sueh or similar derelictions of the truth are 
clearly foretold.» Probably he alludes to that predic- 
tion of Peter, that ** there were false prophets among 
the people, even as there shal! be false teachers among 
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction.”® Is it not Universalism 
which denies that the Lord bought all men? 

I cannot but admire the Rev. Gentleman’s caution : 
after having vilified the doctrine, by the most contempt- 
vous and abusive expressions ; and, to add injury to in- 
sult, given the false statement which was noticed in my 
former letters, suddenly he stops short, and says ‘* (he 
present is no time for reasoning on the subject.” This 
is well said. But the worst of it is, that the time for 
reasoning is not likely to come at all: he has been re- 
peatedly called on since ; but like Falstaff in the play, 
he has no notion of giving a reason on compulsion. How- 
ever, he condescends to ** observe that if the account 
of the last judgment, Mat. 25th, be true, then the whole 
scheme is false.” How he knew that Mat. xxv. is an 
account of the last judgment, I cannot tell ; but he bas 
a most convenient mode of deciding all things, viz. his 
ipse dizit. Christ indeed told his disciples that what is 
called the parable of the sheep and goats in this 25th 
chepter, should be fulfilled when he should come in his 
glory and all his holy angels with him ; [see verse 31, | 
and he had just before [in 24th ch. 30—34 v.] assured 
them that event should take place, before the then 
present generation should pass away. We must not 
however, be so singular as to prefer Christ’s assertion 
to that of a Rev. Divine. We would, nevertheless, 
beg to remind Mr. Taccanrq that those on the left 
hand, were only such people as thought themselves de- 
voted to the cause of the Lord, and neglected to treat 
their fellow-creatures well.* I fear he does not think 
their fate so dreadful as many Universalists do. 

In the preceding part of the sermon the author 
loudly warns his people against what he calls ** Indif- 
ference about all religious openions,” under the specious 
names of Charily, Liberality of sentiment,” &c. By 
looking to the concluding sentence of the extract, we 
may see a specimen of genuine charity, such as he him- 
self exercises: ** Although sush a prostitution of reli- 
gion lo the puRPosES of licentiousness,” &c. So he is 
ready to declare without reserve, not only that Univer- 
salism tends to licentiousness, but that it was got vp, 
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and js : 
And this is the true charity, without which a man is 
nothing. Itis mot enough, men and brethren, that we 


wickedness in professing as we do; then we shall have 
that charity which thinketh no ill. 
}all denominations Ssarn to treat each other with this 
spirit, so that even the Jamb shall not lie down with the 
jamb, and the earth become full of violence as the wa- 
ters cover the sea! 

| The good people in Colerain, are to be pitied that 
jthey have lost the instructions and exhortations of so 
charitable a pastor. It seems, however, by some things 
in his sermon, that his preaching bas been abundantly 


blessed among them, with the natural fruits of his char- 
I 





ity; for he expatiates at large on (herr divisions, which 
|have increased with a progress so alarming as lo open 
ithe door for other evils to come in like a flood. 


| 


, Inow take my leave of Mr. 1 accarr. if he has 


‘ 


‘thy of no more attention. Bteree , 





ithem on the left hand, depart from me ye cursed, into 


, For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: 
| thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and 


sick, and in prison, aud ye visited me not. 


an hungred, or athirs/, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, 
or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then 
shall he answer them, saying. 
was much as ye did it not to one of the least of these, 
ye did it not unto me.” 


Sto 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


2enw 


IMPORTANT QUERIES, 


If all sin be infinite, and the natural man sin in thought, 
word and deed, as we are informed, are not all his deeds 
of charity, and kind offices performed to his fellow men, 
the love of his neighbours, the payment of his honest 
debts, and obedience to the laws of his country, heinous 
in the sight of God ; who looks upon every thing that 
the natural man does with the utmost abhorrence? And 
what an enormous sum of guilt and misery will Tulers 
bring upon themselves, by enacting laws to punish and 
prevent crimes, and protect the property, liberty, and 
lives of themselves, and their constituents? (unless they 
are so happy as to posses a change of heart.) And is 
it not lamentable thatthe whole natural family of men, 
should be, continually by the above bad acts, increas- 
ing their misery here, and laying up for themselves in- 


woe? Low many infinite sins would they escape by a 
non-performance of them? We know not how to ac- 
count for this folly in the conduct of men, but upon the 
old principle that *‘to erris human.’’ Furthermore, 
if the natural man sin in thought, word and deed, what 
an infinitude of infinite sins must he commit? For it is 
but reasonable to suppose, that not a minute of his life 
passes, that does not bear upon its wing some act com- 
mitted in thought, word or deed ; for the mind never 
fora moment ceases to think. Allowing then, eight 
hours of sleep, in which the mind is not in its regular 
exercise, and there would remain nine bundred and sjx- 
ty minutes, of every twenty four hours, each of which 
would be big with an infinite sin. Multiply the same 
by three hundred and sixty-five days, and the amount 
would be, three hundred and fifty thousand, four hun- 
dred infinite sins each year; and allowing the average 
life of man to be thirty years, although many arrive to 
the age of seventy and upwards, agd his guilt would 
increase to the enormous sum of ten millions, five hun- 
dred and twelve thousand infinite sins. Now allowing 
this calculation to be correct, upon the supposition that 
all sins are infinite, and the natural man sins every min- 
ute of his life, in thought, word or deed ; how can the 
Almighty inflict on the sinner punishments adequate to 
his offences? One infinite punishment would not be 
sugicient to reward him according to his deserts; but 
there must be as many infinite punishments invented 
for him, as infinite sins which he has committed ; or, 
else, one punishment that would be equal to ten mil- 
lions, five hundred and twelve thousand infinite sins.— 
But, here I remark, that, | would not convey the idea 
that there are degrees of infinity, there is none but the 
superlative degree. Hence the truth, that (if all sins 





professed, for the very purposes of licentiousness! 


Also, why co not! 


Verily Lsay unto you, | 


finite treasures of wrath and anguish in the world of | 





} Now, what could induce this creditor to 





be infinite.) he that commits but one ‘makes 
one step from the path of virtue, is; 


by? 
wuey 


¢ ie « bie > ! 
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|night assassin; yet, 1] think, the foregoing calculation 
charge each other with holding doctrines of ev il tenden- | 
cy; we must accuse each other of direct motives to’ 


will serve to elucidate the folly of the idea, that th: 
natural inan sins every moment of his life in 
word or deed. 

Again, as all mankind are once ina state of nature, 
and consequently commit some sins, they must ail be 
subject to those infinite torments, unless some way be 
invented to remove these sins, which form infinite 
obstacles to their salvation. Should it be said that 
Christ has made an infinite atonement for the sins of 
al] mankind, so that a}! may be saved who believe on 
him, the reply is, then, he could not have suffered as a 
human being, but must have died as an iufinite God; 
for nothing less than the death of an infinite divine be- 
ing, could atone for an infinite sin. ‘here could be no 
eficacy in the suffering of a mere man, or of humanity, 


+1 gvert,? 
IOUS 
-e ‘te 


‘although it should be united to divinity, that could re- 


move an infinite sin. Hence the impropriety of the 


‘not courage enough, or has too much will, to come for-; assertion, that sinis infinite, requires an infinite atone- 
| ward and acknowledge his mistake or fault, he is wor-({ ment, and that human nature by suffering has made this 


atonement. 
But further; should it be admitted, for argument 


* Mat. xxv. 41—45. ** Then shall he say also unto | sake, that an infinite being died; (which involves in it 


an impossibility) still, would that do away infinite evil? 


jeverlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:| Can one infinite object remove another, or Cestroy it? 
I was! or would not they rather remain two eternal opposites? 
| But, when one infinite object should attempt to remove 
jye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not:!ten millions five hundred and twelve thousand infinits 

Then shall| objects, which would be but the sins of one man oc: 
they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee | thirty years old; (for the supposition is, that each sin 
| is infinite,) the task would be bard indeed. 


But should 
we add fo the sins of this one man the sins of the whok 
world, then to perform it would be a far more exceed- 


ing, eternal hardship. 


We have made these observations, to expose the ab- 
surdity of the assertion that sin is infinite ; and, yet, w: 
conceive it absolutely necessary, that our opponenis 
should prove it is, for upon this one position rests the 
doctrine of endless misery. 

If it be said that sin is infinite, because committed 
against an infinitely holy, and righteous God, we reply, 
would you think the proceedings of that Judicatory e- 
quitable, that should erect their own moral ability, wis- 
dom, and intelligence, as the standard by which ail cul- 
prits should be tried; whether they be ideots, or men 
of very limited information, or well informed? Would 
that despot be judicious, who should erect his own 
greatness, power, and glory, as the criterion by which 
to judge his offending subjects, and should, regardless of 
their moral capacity, sentence them all indiscriminate- 
ly to prison for life? Now if God rewards ws for our 
evil deeds, not according to our finite knowledge, but 
according to his infinite holiness, our various conditions 
in life cannot be taken into view; for, if he that has 
but one talent, should sin against infinite holiness, he 
must be rewarded with infinite punishment, and he that 
has five talents, and misimproves thei all, can receive 
no more. Is it not an abuse of language to talk about 
forgiving much, to him that has sinned much, and lit- 
tle, to him that has sinned little, if sin be infinite ; when 
there cau be no comparative degree in infinity? Who 
ever heard of a little infinity? In fine, the absurdity of 
the supposition is too glaring to need any further illus- 
tration. 

But to return—Should it be admitted that Christ has 
made an infinite atonement for the supposed infinite sins 
of all mankind, by ‘* tasting death for every man”—We 
then ask, can justice demand the destruction of the 
sinner, for that offence, for which it has already slain 
the innocent Jesus? It cannot require two sacrifices 
for the same offence ; for by so doing it would destroy 
itself, Now if justice have any claims on the sinner, 
they certainly must be satisfied. If Christ satisfies them 
no demands can come against the sinner; if the sinner 
satisfies them, he must be released ; but, if neither Christ 
nor the sinner makes this satisfaction, when will] inflex- 
ble justice have its demands? If it be said that justice 
has these claims, that the sinner is infivitely guilty, has 
nothing to pay, and must suffer in hell to all eternity, 
(nene of which is admitted,) the answer then is; jus- 
tice never will get its demands by such sufferings. Where 
then is the utility in such sufferings? Would there be 
any utility in a creditor’s lodging a debtor in close con- 
linement for life, who was totally destitute of property, 
and, while thus confined, could not earn his bread 
much less any thing to liquidate the debt? When he 
had Jain there fifty years, would bis creditor think the 
debt lessened? Would not the amount be trebled by 
interest upon interest? So if justice have interest up- 
on interest, for her claims, which can never be satisfied, 
the most inconceivable tortures would avail nothing.— 
eep this debt-. 
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erin jal? Nothing but revenee. crucl, malivnant ree 


re 
vence, Soif the sinner be infinitely guilty : 

same time jufinitely poor, nothing but re venge could 
prompt the Almighty to inflict such anmercifal torments 
We say unmerciful, because in ali the lights we have 
viewed them, we hare not been able to discover the 


least vestige of mercy, or utility in them. However 


beneficial those torments might be to other objects, still | 


they must be unmerciful to those who endlessly endure 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


' 


them ; as if is denied, by all partiahsts, that any bene- | 


nt will arise to those thus tormented. 

in fine, we conclude, by asking the following ques- 
tions: If sin be infinite, when will ‘* grace abound over 
it,”’? ** transgression have an end,” **the last enemy 
that is death be destroyed,” and all evil extirpated from 


the moral world? H****, 
AD $n 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
rw 
UNPROFITABLE PREACHING. 

Mr. Eprror,—lt have lately conversed with a per- 
son who attended the lecture at Park-street, on Friday 
evening last. He informed me, that the Rev. Gentle- 
man* told his hearers, that many who were supposed to 
he good people when on earth, were ** now in hell, 
lifling up their eyes in torments.’ We should like to 
know if this gentleman has had any communication 


from supernatural beings; for we are confident the | Would all quit their beds of repose in the silence of the 
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On a subject of such importance as the question, 
whether all mankind, or only a part, are to inherit ev- 
erlasting life 
be employed; nor can the question be investigated 


and happiness, too much caution cannot 


with more labor, patience, and perseverance than it de- 


serves. If, as many religiously believe, the doctrine of 


universal salvation be not true, but an error of danger-}. 
> | S 


ous tendency; and one which exposes its votary to ev- 
erlasting misery, in the world to come, it certainly be- 
comes all, who are capable of refuting it, to step forth 
with the best and clearest light within their power, and 
show to the people, who are deluded by this doctrine, 
that it is false, that thercby they may be the happy in- 
struments in the hands of a merciful God, of prevent- 
ing the endless wretchedness of multitudes of their fel- 
low creatures. If the Rev. Clergy of this town were 
all certified that one solitary stranger was exposed to 
lose his life in his night wanderings, for want of a lamp, 
such is the native benevolence of their hearts, that they 
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now ask them such questions as the following: If it 
should please our heavenly Father, finally, to have mer- 
cy on all men, to wash all from their sins, reconcile all 
io himself, cause every heart to Jove him supremely, 
and obey his commandments with all readiness of mind, 
can it be shown that thereby God would be dishonour- 
ed? Can it be shown that thereby Jesus, the mediator 
between God and men, would be dishonoured as to his 
mission? Can it be shown, that thereby the ministry 
of reconciliation would fail of its ultimate purposes? 
Could it be shown that the saints in light would have 
just occasion of complaint on that account? Now 
whether these questions be answered, or not, we intend 
to ask more; and we mean never to desist from these 
labours while necessity calis and ability remains. 





INSTALLATION, 

On Wednesday last, the Rev. BAnziILLIA STREETER 
was installed as pastor of the First Universalist Church 
and Society in Salem. The public solemnities were as 
follows : 

Br. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, the Introductory Prayer. 
Br. Sebastian Streeter, of Portsmouth, the Sermon, from 





. . . | 
scriptures will not support his assertion; and if he has! night, furnish themselves with the necessary meamts of | 


not received direct intelligence from the infernal world, 
we very much question the propriety of this piece of 
his public conduct, in the desk, which has been sac- 
redly dedicated to the honour and service of Almighty 
God. 

lam likewise informed, that the same gentleman* 
discoursed again, at the same place, on Sunday evening 
last. My informant, who was present, and heard the 
discourse, and who is an honest, upright man, but 
somewhat contaminated with orthodoxy, says, the 
preacher was very warm. He also thinks that, altho’ 
the preacher told the truth, it was not profitable ; for 
their appeared to be a general dissatisfaction among the 
people, when they left the house of worship; and one 
in particular was heard to say, he never heard so dam- 
nable a discourse in all his life. 

Now let us seriously question, is this doctrine profit- 
able? Is this a proper way to spend the evenings of 
the holy sabbath? Look at it. The discourse drew 
profane words from the mouth of one that heard it.— 
‘fhe preacher probably preached damnation to his hear- 
ers, and one of them after getting out of the house, be- 
gan to damn the discourse. This is the tendency of 
orthodoxy! For this, give credit to orthodox ministers. 
‘* Lord, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 





* Mr. Jonas King, one of the students lately from 


- Andover. 
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LETTER TO MR. WILLIAM WILLIAMS, 
Minister of the Gospel at Wrentham. 


Sin,—l esteem it the duty of every christian, to do 
to others as he would that others should do to him. 1 
esteem the duty of a minister of Christ, to have his 
preaching and conduct agree, so that his hearers may 
conscientiously follow his examples. 

When I addressed you before, | expected to receive 
areply. I waited patiently for it until now; but dis- 
appointment has taken the place of anxious expectation 
and disregard the place of respect and affection. How 
ean you, sir, reconcile this conduct to your profession? 
ifow can you reconcile it to the scriptures? Permit 
me, sir, to call your attention to the following words in 
the 5th chapter of Matthew, ** If thou bring thy gift to 
the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath 
aught against thee ; leave there thy gift before the altar 
and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift.’ I did not at first wish 
to suppose that you intentionally deceived your people. 
T represented to you your mistake, and you must be con- 
vinced that you have done wrong, What, sir, shall I 
think now? What will the world think? 

May the Lord fill your heart with that of which you 
are destitute ; and may charity, and a sense of honour 
to the cause of religion, influence you in your dealings 
with other people. Farewell and farewell. 

W. 


saving the stranger’s life, with all possible dispatch, and | 
hasten without delay to his relief. Why then do they 
not exert themselves to save the thousands of their fel- 
low citizens, who are believers in this doctrine, which 
they contend is so dangerous? There seems to be some- 


thing mysterious, and even unaccountable in this cir-| 


cumstance. What is the consideration of saving a man’s 
lite, when compared with saving a soul from endless 
woe? Yet they would do all in their power to save a 
man’s life, but what do they do to save Universalists 
from endless ruin? It is true, that they say, both in 
public and private, that the doctrine of nniversal salva- 
tion is false, that it is a dangerous doctrine, that it is 
leading people down to everlasting ruin, that it tends to 
licentiousness, and to corrupt the morals of society ; 
but all this convinces nobody. There is no argument 
in all they say. If the Universalists call on the par- 
tialists to answer their questions, behold they are silent! 
If they call on them to reconcile the divine promises of 
universal grace, with their views of an unmerciful, eter- 
nal punishment, they are silent. If they request them 
to point out their errors, and to disprove them by the 
authority of scripture and reason, they are silent. And 
yet they say, that the Universalists are all going to de- 
struction! If our clergy should know that a man, who 
is unacquainted with business, was about closing a bar- 
gain which would ruin his fortune and reduce his family 
to poverty, would they be contented to say no more to 
him than barely to tell him that his bargain would prove 
his rum? And when he should ask them to be so good 
as to point out his mistake, would they be silent? When 
he should say to them, Rey, Sirs, | would by no means 
be deceived; I really think the bargain which I am 
contracting, will be really to my interest, but if you see 
to the contrary, do be so good.as to convince me ; 
would they make no other reply, only say, your bar- 
gain will prove your ruin? No, they would descend to 
particulars ; they would not fail to show the man his 
mistake, and thereby deliver him from danger. Why 
then do they not answer us, when we beseech them to 
show us our errors? why, are they silent? 
We must conclude that our opposers do not feel al- 
together certain that what they say about the danger of 
Universalism is all true. We are compelled by charity 
to thus judge, for we cannot believe that they care so 
little for us, that they had rather we should be forever 
miserable, than to be at the pains of convincing us, if 
they understood our errors. They must be worse men 
than we believe them to be, if they would not exert all 
their powers to save us from endless misery. However, 
whether they will answer us, or not, we shall, from time 
to time continue our requests and our queries. We will 





1 ‘Tim. iv. 12; ** Let no man despise thy youth ; but be 
thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversa- 
tion, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” Br. 
Edward Turner,of Charlestown,the Consecrating Prayer. 
Br. Hosea Ballou, the delivery of the Scriptures and 
Charge. Br. Edward Turner, the Right Hand of Fel- 
lowship. Br. Thomas Jones, of Gloucester, the Con- 
cluding Prayer. ‘The congregation on this occasion, was 
re‘ pectable & solemn; the several sections of divine ser- 
vice were performed in the spirit and simplicity of the 
gospel of the divine Redeemer; and the Choir rendered 
the scene most interestingly joyful, by performing sever- 
al pieces in a manner that did honor to their knowledge 
of music, and highly to recommend their voices. We 
are happy, furthermore, to inform the large circle of our 
readers, that the Society in Salem appears well united 
in their present pastor, and to have favourable pru-; «cts 
of being built up in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the SonofGod. May the blessing of Him 
who walketh among the golden candlesticks, abundant- 
ly enrich them with the fruits of the spirit, and cause 
them to lengthen their cords and strengthen their 
stakes, giving them to inherit the fulness of the land of 
spiritual Salem. 
—f>— 
The Rev. Epwarp Mitcnett, of New York, will 


officiate at the First Universalist Church in this town, 
Tomorrow, and for several succeeding Sabbaths. 





THUNDER STORM. 

A severe thunder storm was experienced in this town 
on Thursday afternoon; and two adjoining houses on 
Friend-street were struck apparently by the same flash 
of lightning. Many of the windows in the rear were 
broken, the shutters thrown into the rooms, and two 
looking glasses destroyed. ‘The electric fluid passed a- 
long the bell wires, and out at the sides of the front 
doors, damaging the side-lights. The houses were oc- 
cupied by Mr. Proctor and Mr. Haven, but no person 
was injured in either.—Pal. 

[== — 
MARRIED, 


In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Dean, Henry Pearson, 
Esq. to Miss Caroline L. Rush. 

By the Rev. Mr. Parkman, Capt. Seth Webber to. 
Miss Mary Bourne of Middleboro’ 
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DIED, 

In this town, Andrew Sigourney, Esq. late faithful 
Town Treasurer.—Charlotte Parsons, youngest daugh- 
ter of David Woodman, aged 5 months.—Mr. Deliver- 
ance Fanning, 66.—Mr. James Gotham, 38.—Mr,. 
Charles Ellis, 25.—Mrs. Lucinda Farral), 28.. Mr. Ape- 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Re. Sir,—I forward for your consideration, the 
following quotations from the celebrated Dr. Young’s 
‘* Nicht Tuovents.” They were written, no doubt, 
against the horrid doctrine of annihilation that appear- 
ed so abhorrent to the Dr's. mind ; and must be ap- 
palling to every tender feeling of the heart. But, if the 
learned Dr. considered ‘ an annihilating God” to be 
such an odious character, conferring on mankind ra- 
tional faculties, to grope their way through this ‘* sub- 
Junary maze,” and at last, ‘* be shuffled in the dark,” 
how horrid must that Being appear, who imposes on 
his creatures endless life ; beings not accessary to their 


own existence, but created involuntarily, and suffers, 


them to pass through its troublesome scenes, not to the 
grave and eternal oblivion, for these would form a wel- 
come message to then, but to endless misery and de. 
spair? The state of such beings would be infini‘ely 
more pitiable, than the state of those which he describes 
in such sublime, yet pathetic language. Who would 
not prefer annihilation to endless misery? alegacy be- 
queathed to man from all eternity, by Him in whose 
hand is the destiny of all, and who foresaw clearly the 
end from the beginning. ‘* Of two evils always choose 
the least.” Give me perpetual forgetfulness, however 
shocking that may be to every noble feeling, rather 
thah an angry, frowning God, and endless woe. God 
says by the mouth of the prophet Hosea, ‘*] will ran- 
som them from the power of the grave, 1 will redeem 
them from death; O death I will be thy plagues; O 
grave I will be thy destruction.’? And by St. Paul, 
** the last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.”— 
And is not this good news to all mankind? Do not al] 
rejoice in the sacred promise? But, if these texts only 
refer to the the destruction of natural death, and the 
grave, (and not to moral death, ) which, will give acon. 
sequent endless existence to both soul and body, and 
with this existence the most inconceivable tortures, to 
the greater part of mankind ; as much as we desire im- 
mortality, we fervently pray, and devoutly hope, that 
infinite mercy will suffer them to sleep undisturbed in 
the grave; and that no archangel will ever be com- 
inanded to announce to them a resurrection into a fu- 
ture state. If our Saviour appeared, not to give spirit- 
ual life to all that die m Adam, but only future exist- 
ence; we ask, how his appearance can be glad tidings 
of great joy to all people? It surely cannot felicitate 
the hearts of those who thereby are raised into an exist- 
ence of endless misery; but must be the tidings of eter- 
nal death to them. 


LINES OF DR. YOUNG A LITTLE ALTERED. 
NIGRT VII. 

** COULDST thou persuade me, the next life could fail 

Our ardent wishes, how should I pour out 

My bleeding heart in anguish, new, as deep! 

Oh! with what thoughts, thy hope, and my despair, 

Abhorr’d” efernal mis*ry! ** blasts the soul, 

And wide extends the bounds of human woe ! 

Grief from the future borrow’d peace, e’erwhile, 

The future vanish’d! and the present pain’d! 

Strange import of unprecedented il]! 

Man flaiter’d * most” with “intellectual pow’rs ! 

Thought, virtue, knowledge ! blessings by thy scheme 

All poison’d into pains, First, knowledge, once 

My soul’s ambition, now her greatest dread. 

To know myself, true wisdom ?—No, to shun 

That shocking science, parent of despair! 

Avert thy mirror; if I see, I die. 

Know my Creator? Climb his blest abode 

By painful speculation, pierce the veil, 

Dive in his nature, read his attributes, 

And gaze in admiration—on a foe, 

Obtruding life, withholding happiness ; 

From the full rivers that surround bis throne, 
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Nor letting 14). one drop of joy on man,” 
Chain’d down to endless misery and death : 


_* Man gasping for one drop, that he might cease 
, To curse his birth, nor envy reptiles more! 


Ye sable clouds! Ye darkest shades of night! 
Hide him, for ever hide him, from my thought, 
Once all my comfort; source, and soul of joy! 
Now leagued with furies, and with” Aell ** gainst me. 
Know his achievements! Study his renown! 
Contemplate this amazing universe, 
Dropt from his hand, with miracles replete ! 
For what? ’Mid miracles of nobler name, 
To find one miracle of misery ? 
To find the being, which alone can know 
And praise his works, a blemish on his praise ! 
Through nature’s amp/e range, in thought to stroll, 
And start at man, the single mourner there, 
Breathing” despair ; ** cliain’d down to pangs & death?” 
Go view the brutes, ‘* they best philosophise ; 
Theirs, that serene, the sages sought in vain: 
’Tis man alone expostulates with heav’n ; 
His, all the pow’r, and all the cause, to mourn. 
Shall human eyes alone dissolve in tears? 
And bleed, in anguish, none but buman hearts ? 
The wide-stretch’d realm of intellectua! woe, 
Surpassing sensual far, is all our own.” 
O wretched state! ** Why thought? to toil and eat, 
Then make our bed in” misery ** needs no thought! 
W hat superfluities are reas’ning souls ! 
O give” us happiness ? ‘* or thought destroy. 
But without thought” Aell’s pains ** were half unfelt; 
Their blunted edge would spare the throbbing heart ;” 
Why then is thought bestow’d ? lo make more wretched / 
To turn ali present joys lo future pain, 
By a rememb’rance of the sad exchange ! 
O momentary bliss ! bought with sure pain! 
Who would taste sweet, of gail his gen’ral food ? 
*“*O spare,” ye partialists, ** this waste divine ; 
And vindicate th’ economy of heav’n. 
Heaven is ail love ; all joy in giving joy: 
it never had created, but to biess: 
And shall it, then, strike off the list of life, 
A being blest, or worthy so to be? 
Ail heaven starts at”? a revenge/ul ** God.” 

EA* te, 
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A PRAYER. 
O, THOU, whose pow’r the mountains form’d, 
And made the sea his bed; 
Who sat his raging waves their bound, 
And all his caverns hid; 
The mountains thy commands obey, 
The seas thy pow’r confess ; 
Thou dost their caverns deep survey, 
And every dark recess. 


O’er mountains of our sins, O Lord, 
Wilt thou thy hand extend, 

And to thy gracious, pardoning word 
Their lofty summits bend. 


And o’er the raging seas of guilt, 
May thy rich grace abound, 

While in the blood which Jesus spilt, 
Each angry wave is drown’d. 


In darkest caverns of the heart, 
Wilt thou thy light display ; 
And to the visual pew’r impart, 
Thy own eternai day. B. 


—_ -_ 
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MAGNANIMITY. 











You must learn to blend fortitude and courage with 
tenderness and sensibility of fricadship ; you must pre- | 
serve an habituai fear of giving unnecessary pain ; when | 
you are compelled to grieve any man, you should par- 
ticipate his sorrow; aud make the blow fall lightly 
which you cannot ayert. 








From the Vermont Intelligencer. 
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“ONE THING IS NEEDFUL.” 

This one thing is religion. Other things are neces- 
sary in asecondary, but not in a primary sense. ** Re- 
ligion, pure and undefiled before God,” is infinitely im- 
portant to the soul. ‘** No man without holiness shall 
see the Lord.’? Without religion there is no substan- 
tial happiness. All the dazzling, and alluring scenes 
this world presents give no permanent joy. But ** god- 
liness hath the promise of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come.” He who * walketh in wis- 
dom’s ways’? is in the only way, which will secure to 
him that little portion of happiness which is to be found 
in this “ vale of tears.” The one thing needful is nec- 
essary for all, of every age and condition. All need 
the comforts and blessings of religion. It will console 
the afflicted, comfort the aged, and guide the youth. 
it cheers the bed of death, and gives serenity to the 
countenance of the departing saint. Religion affords 
the best antidote against the numerous temptations to 
which all, and especially the youth are liable. Life 
being so short and uncertain, no time should be Jost, 
but early impression should be made upon the mind 
that the good seed may spring up and grow, before the 
tares take ench deep root, that no room is left for the 
wheat. The fact that more than one half of the huntan 
race die under sixteen years of age, should be a power- 
ful inducement to early piety. The sooner the youth- 
ful mind is engaged in the pursuit of religion, the better 
the prospect will be for happiness. The truly religious 
person tastes, In some degree, the happiness, and 
breathes the air of paradise. Piety is amiuble and at- 
tractive in al] but especially in youth, it has the most 
enrapturing charms. With such persons, although na- 
ture may have adorned them with beanties of iorm and 
complexion, and these have been improved by orna- 
ments of dress and art—Yet all this is nothing more 
than the enamel of a casket. The jewel is within.— 
The youthful mind, enriched with the graces of chris- 
tianity, is more precious than rubies.”? Besides early 
piety is the way to usefulness inthe world. ‘ Lengih 
of days is in her right hand, and in her left riches and 
honours.”> Evil days are coming, and the years ere 
drawing nigh, in which he who has not religion, will 
say he has no pleasure in them. As religion is the * one 
thing needful’ and the days of youth, the days most 
properly and wisely allotted for securing a pearl of such 
infinite value, it is distressing to the heart that has felt 
the burthen of his own iniquities, to see so many wast- 
ing their golden season in the pursuit of that, whick 
will ultimately prove to them vanity and vexution of 
spirit. ‘The volume of inspiration encourages youth, 
in a peculiar manner, to seek the Lord. ** He that 
seeketh me early shall find.” From such God will! 
withhold no good thing, but even the ** one thing need- 
ful” he will graciously bestow, with all the kindness of 
an affectionate father. Young persons can not seek 
God too early. No one will believe that Samuel}, Jos- 
iah,Daniel,or Timothy, who were all eminent for their 
early piety, now regret that their youthful days were 
spent in the service of God. Nor will any one ever 
regret giving himself early to the Lord. Can He have 
too much of the time or service of the young, who has 
suffered, and bled and died that they might live ? Rea- 
son,conscienee, and the word of God say it is impossibie. 


FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 


A SERMON, delivered before ihe Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By itev. 
JosauA FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 


A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House in Boston, on Tirst Sabbath Eve- 
ning of January, 1818—by Hosea baLLov, pastor.— 
Text, 2 Thes. i. 7, 8,9, ** And to you who are iroubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his might angels, in flaming fire, tak- 
ing vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shal! 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” 

The above is a Sermon which commenced a Coutre- 
versy between the author and the Rev. Timo. Merritt ; 
we have now re-published it for the accommodation of 
those who have not had an opportunity of purchasing it. 


N.B. A few copies of the whole Controversy 
may be had at this Office. 
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PRINTING OF ALL KINDS, 


EXECUTED AT THIS OFVICE AT SHORT NOTICE 
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